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Food Truck Branding - Joshua Fieldsend

New Zealand’s Best  
Foundation Design Schools



Capturing creative talent since 1993 
The Design School is a private school setup in 1993 to help people capture their creative 
talent and gain the skills and qualifications needed to enter design courses at diploma and 
degree level or to launch their design career.

The Design School is New Zealand’s leading Foundation 
Design School. For nearly 30 years The Design School 
has helped hundreds of students build their creative 
talents and develop them into successful careers in the 
creative industries.

The courses provide the core skills to be successful in any 
of the creative disciplines. Projects focus on Drawing, 
Graphic Design and Digital Media or Fashion Design and 
Textiles and graduates can progress onto degrees in 
these areas as well as Architecture, Industrial Design and 
Computer Science.

Regardless of their previous achievements, creative 
students at The Design School can achieve the 
qualifications and portfolio they need to progress onto 
the degree course of their choice.

As a small specialist school, The Design School can 
tailor a programme to the individual needs of each 
student and provide additional support whenever 
necessary. Whether a student needs an extra creative 
subject alongside school or a full-time programme to 
fast-track their career, students can be confident they 
will achieve their goals at The Design School..

The School has continually held the highest quality 
rating from NZQA reviews and has some of the best 
student results in New Zealand.

The Design School draws on a wealth of experience. 
Many graduates have attained prestigious degrees 
and fulfilling careers, including one graduate who 
went on to completed a PHD in Maori Visual Arts and 
won the Chorus “Taking Toi Maori to Times Square” 
competition which featured in the Chorus Fibre 
Network television commercials. 

In New Zealand and around the world, the Creative 
Industries have grown faster than any other field of 
employment. As more and more people realise the 
benefit of good design, job opportunities are expanding 
and New Zealand designers lead the world for their 
creativity and innovation.

For students who know design is their intended career 
path, The Design School courses will help students build 
the skills and substantial portfolio required to enter the best 
degree course in New Zealand and around the world. And 
Fees-Free options are available for all programmes.

Proudly using leading technology from



Food Truck Branding by Level 2 student Jayden Tolley

This is the creative 
alternative to 
school.
Graphic Design 
opens the door to a 
huge range of digital 
media careers.

Level 2

Foundation Skills in Graphic Design



Graphic Design is everywhere! 
From animation to branding to web & app design,  
the career opportunities are enormous.
If you are looking for an alternative to school or you know design is your pathway, 
achieve NCEA and more focussed on graphic design and digital media.  
This programme includes two qualifications to make sure you get the right start towards a 
Graphic Design career.

Qualifications -  NCEA Level 2  
 NZ Certificate in Arts & Design Level 2
Credits - 120 

Length - 39 weeks full-time

Fees - Zero Fees
• Eligible for StudyLink support.

No hidden costs
• All equipment and materials are supplied.

Entry requirements
Open entry to students under 20 years old without 
a level 2 qualification. Those with an existing level 2 
qualification in a different field of study may still be 
eligible for this course. 

What’s in the course?
Students study a range of subjects including drawing, 
computer graphics, design thinking and critical thinking, 
graphic design & digital media and the Literacy and 
Numeracy skills for design. 

Students learn:

• Creative processes and drawing skills to 
communicate design ideas using a variety of 
techniques and media including computer graphics.

• Design skills and technologies and how to apply them 
in various design activities including;  
Branding, Packaging, Web Design and Conceptual 
Design, with an option to focus on animation.

• Use the latest computer graphics software from 
Adobe to turn your ideas into reality.

• How the graphic design industries have developed 
in New Zealand and Internationally and what are the 
future opportunities.

• How to work and talk like a designer including how 
to manage creative processes, work to deadlines, 
present design work and not break copyright laws or 
make ethical mistakes.

Where does it lead?
This course gives students the qualification and 
portfolio for entry to level 3 Design courses.

What’s achieved?
On completion of the course, students will be able to:

• Apply elementary design processes and 
techniques to conceptualise and clarify solutions 
to standard graphic design briefs.

• Apply the Elements and Principles of Design.

• Communicate design concepts visually, orally and 
in written form.

• Use elementary Digital Media tools to realise designs.

• Collaboratively present and reflect upon own and 
others work.

• Demonstrate elementary work practices in graphic 
design contexts.

• Demonstrate understanding of legal and ethical 
considerations in design (including Copyright 
Law and the implications of the Treaty of 
Waitangi for design).

• Understand employment opportunities in the 
creative industries.

• Understand history of design in New Zealand  
and Internationally.

Join the
Design 
community!

Enrol today!



Fashion Design by Level 2 student Jade Malins. Winner, Student Wearable Arts Section. 
Bernina Northland Fashion Awards, Photo by Sarah Marshall Photography

Have you dreamt 
of becoming a 
fashion designer?
This is where you 
begin turning your 
dreams into reality.

Level 2

Foundation Skills in Fashion Design



If you have ever dreamt of becoming a fashion designer,  
this is the course that starts turning that dream into reality.
If you are looking for an alternative to school or you know design is your pathway, 
achieve NCEA and more focussed on fashion design and textiles.  
This programme includes two qualifications to make sure you get the right start towards a 
Fashion Design career.

Qualifications -  NCEA Level 2  
 NZ Certificate in Arts & Design Level 2
Credits - 120 

Length - 39 weeks full-time

Fees - Zero Fees
• Eligible for StudyLink support.

No hidden costs
• All equipment and materials are supplied.

Entry requirements
Open entry to students under 20 years old without 
a level 2 qualification. Those with an existing level 2 
qualification in a different field of study may still be 
eligible for this course. 

What’s in the course?
Students study a range of subjects including drawing, 
design thinking and critical thinking, textiles & fashion 
design, computer graphics and the Literacy and 
Numeracy skills for design. 

Students learn:

• Creative processes and drawing skills to 
communicate design ideas using a variety of 
techniques and media including computer graphics.

• Design skills and technologies and how to apply them 
in various design activities including;  
Branding, Hoodie Design, Re-Cycled Fashion Design 
and Conceptual Design.

• Use industrial sewing equipment to turn your ideas 
into reality.

• How the fashion design industries have developed in 
New Zealand and Internationally and what are the 
future opportunities.

• How to work and talk like a designer including how 
to manage creative processes, work to deadlines, 
present design work and not break copyright laws or 
make ethical mistakes.

Where does it lead?
This course gives students the qualification and 
portfolio for entry to level 3 Design courses.

What’s achieved?
On completion of the course, students will be able to:

• Apply elementary design processes and 
techniques to conceptualise and clarify solutions 
to standard fashion design briefs.

• Apply the Elements and Principles of Design.

• Communicate design concepts visually, orally and 
in written form.

• Use elementary Textiles and Sewing skills to 
realise designs.

• Collaboratively present and reflect upon own and 
others work.

• Demonstrate elementary work practices in fashion 
design contexts.

• Demonstrate understanding of legal and ethical 
considerations in design (including Copyright 
Law and the implications of the Treaty of 
Waitangi for design).

• Understand employment opportunities in the 
creative industries.

• Understand history of design in New Zealand  
and Internationally.

Follow us on

gram
Insta

@thedesignschoolnz



Typographic Design by Level 3 student Bayley Rossiter

Are you focussed on 
a Graphic Design 
or Digital Media 
pathway?

Get on the fast track 
to achieve your goals!

Level 3

Certificate in Graphic Design



Modern Graphic Designers need great creative talent 
combined with the latest digital media skills. 
This is the course to develop both.
Step on to the Graphic Design and Digital Media pathway or extend yourself beyond NCEA. 
This course will build your design and technical skills in an industry styled environment and 
put you on the fast track to achieving your career goals.

Qualification - NZ Certificate in Arts & Design Level 3

Credits - 63 

Length - 20 weeks full-time

Fees - $3068
• Zero Fees for those students eligible for Fees Free.

• Eligible for StudyLink support.

No hidden costs
• All equipment and materials are supplied.

Entry requirements
The programme is available for domestic students 
aged 16 years or older; and who hold a Level 2 
qualification in Arts and Design, or NCEA (Level 2). 
Prospective students without a qualification can 
contact the school to discuss other options to 
demonstrate equivalent skills and knowledge.

What’s in the course?
Students study a range of subjects including drawing, 
design thinking and critical thinking, graphic design 
processes, digital media tools and presentation skills for 
graphic design.

Students learn:

• Creative processes and visual communication skills 
to communicate design ideas using a variety of 
techniques and media.

• Design skills and technologies and how to apply them 
in various design activities including;  
Branding, Packaging, Web Design, Conceptual Design 
and Design Presentation.

• Use the latest digital media tools from Adobe and 
others to realise your designs.

• How the graphic design industry has developed and 
identify future opportunities.

• How to work and talk like a designer including how to 
manage creative processes, work to deadlines, present 
work and respect copyright laws and cultural and 
ethical boundaries.

Where does it lead?
This course gives students the qualification and 
portfolio for entry to level 4 Design courses.

What’s achieved?
On completion of the course, students will be able to:

• Apply design processes to conceptualise and 
clarify solutions to given briefs.

• Apply the Elements and Principles of Design. 

• Write a design brief.

• Visually communicate design concepts.

• Use digital media tools to realise graphic designs.

• Demonstrate introductory work practices in 
graphic design.

• Demonstrate understanding of legal and ethical 
considerations in design (including Copyright Law, 
Cultural Appropriation; especially in relation to the 
Treaty of Waitangi).

• Understand employment opportunities in the 
creative industries.

• Understand history of design in New Zealand  
and Internationally.

• Present and reflect upon own and others work.

Launch 
your career 
today!

Enrol now!



Knitwear Design by Level 3 student Melissa Palmer

Are you ready to push 
your Fashion skills?
Bring your Fashion 
Design career to life!

Level 3

Certificate in Fashion Design



Push both your fashion design and garment construction skills to 
set you on the road to becoming a Fashion Designer.
Step on to the Fashion Design pathway or extend yourself beyond NCEA. 
This course will build your design and technical skills in an industry styled environment and 
put you on the fast track to achieving your career goals.

Qualification - NZ Certificate in Arts & Design Level 3

Credits - 60 

Length - 20 weeks full-time

Fees - $3068
• Zero Fees for those students eligible for Fees Free.

• Eligible for StudyLink support.

No hidden costs
• All equipment and materials are supplied.

Entry requirements
The programme is available for domestic students 
aged 16 years or older; and who hold a Level 2 
qualification in Arts and Design, or NCEA (Level 2). 
Prospective students without a qualification can 
contact the school to discuss other options to 
demonstrate equivalent skills and knowledge.

What’s in the course?
Students study a range of subjects including drawing, 
design thinking and critical thinking, textiles & fashion 
design, computer graphics and presentation skills for 
fashion design. 

Students learn:

• Creative processes and drawing skills to 
communicate design ideas using a variety of 
techniques and media including computer graphics.

• Design skills and technologies and how to apply them 
in various design activities including;  
Formal Wear, Jacket Design, Textile Design, Conceptual 
Design, Fashion Branding, Design Presentation.

• Use industrial sewing equipment to turn your ideas 
into reality.

• How the fashion design industries have developed in 
New Zealand and Internationally and what are the 
future opportunities.

• How to work and talk like a designer including how to 
manage creative processes, work to deadlines, present 
work and respect copyright laws and cultural and 
ethical boundaries.

Where does it lead
This course gives students the qualification and 
portfolio for entry to level 4 Design courses.

What’s is achieved?
On completion of the course, students will be able to:

• Apply design processes to conceptualise and 
clarify solutions to given briefs.

• Apply the Elements and Principles of Design. 

• Write a design brief.

• Communicate design concepts visually, orally and 
in written form.

• Apply introductory textiles and sewing skills to 
realise fashion designs.

• Demonstrate introductory work practices in 
fashion design.

• Demonstrate understanding of legal and ethical 
considerations in design (including Copyright Law, 
Cultural Appropriation; especially in relation to the 
Treaty of Waitangi).

• Understand employment opportunities in the 
creative industries.

• Understand history of design in New Zealand and 
Internationally.

• Present and reflect upon own and others work.

Like us on
Facebook

Enrol today!

TheDesignschoolNZ



Wine Company Branding by Level 4 student Wairua Te Mataki

Are you ready to extend 
your talent?

This course is the 
gateway to a Graphic 
Design career!

Level 4

Certificate in Graphic Design



Build your design skills and extend your talent. 
Learn advanced design processes and professional skills 
including the latest digital media software from Adobe.
This programme includes two qualifications to make sure you get the design and digital 
media skills needed to step in to the graphic design industry or to open the door to the 
premier design degree courses in New Zealand and around the world.

Qualifications -  NZ Certificate in Arts & Design Level 4  
 NZ Certificate in Digital Media & Design Level 4

Credits - 121 

Length - 39 weeks full-time

Fees - $5856
• Zero Fees for those students eligible for Fees Free.

• Eligible for StudyLink support.

No hidden costs
• All equipment and materials are supplied.

Entry requirements
The programme is available for domestic students 
aged 16 years or older; and who hold a Level 3 
qualification in Arts and Design, or NCEA (Level 3). 
Prospective students without a qualification can 
contact the school to discuss other options to 
demonstrate equivalent skills and knowledge.

What’s in the course?
Students study a range of subjects including visual 
communication, design thinking and critical thinking, 
graphic design processes, digital media tools and 
presentation skills for graphic design. 

Students learn:

• Creative processes and visual communication skills 
to communicate design ideas using a variety of 
techniques and media.

• Design skills and technologies and how to apply them 
in various design activities including;  
Corporate Branding, Brand Applications, Web Design 
and Conceptual Design.

• Use the latest digital media tools from Adobe and 
others to realise your designs.

• How the graphic design & digital media industries have 
developed and identify future opportunities.

• How to work and talk like a professional designer 
including how to manage creative processes, work to 
deadlines, present and critique design work and respect 
copyright laws and cultural and ethical boundaries.

Where does it lead?
This course gives students the qualification and 
portfolio for entry to degree level Design courses. 

What’s is achieved?
On completion of the course, students will be able to:

• Select and apply design processes to conceptualise 
and clarify solutions to graphic design briefs.

• Apply the Elements and Principles of Design. 

• Communicate design concepts visually, orally and 
in written form.

• Write a design brief.

• Use fundamental digital media tools to realise 
graphic designs.

• Demonstrate fundamental work practices in 
graphic design.

• Demonstrate understanding of legal and ethical 
considerations in design (including Copyright Law, 
Cultural Appropriation; especially in relation to the 
Treaty of Waitangi).

• Understand employment opportunities in the 
Graphic Design and Digital Media industries.

• Understand history of graphic design in New 
Zealand and Internationally.

• Select, present and reflect upon own and others 
design work.

Launch your
Career in
Design

Enrol today!



Inspired Design by Level 4 student Jada Huisman-Waara 

Are you ready to 
realise your dreams?
This is where your passion  
becomes reality!

Level 4

Certificate in Fashion Design



This is where your Fashion career begins. 
Create your first collection, develop your fashion brand and 
open the door to your future. 
This programme includes two qualifications to make sure you get the fashion design 
and textiles skills needed to open the door to the premier design degree courses in New 
Zealand and around the world.

Qualifications -  NZ Certificate in Arts & Design Level 4  
 NZ Certificate in Fashion Level 4

Credits - 124 

Length - 39 weeks full-time

Fees - $6108
• Zero Fees for those students eligible for Fees Free.

• Eligible for StudyLink support.

No hidden costs
• All equipment and materials are supplied.

Entry requirements
The programme is available for domestic students 
aged 16 years or older; and who hold a Level 3 
qualification in Arts and Design, or NCEA (Level 3). 
Prospective students without a qualification can 
contact the school to discuss other options to 
demonstrate equivalent skills and knowledge.

What’s in the course?
Students study a range of subjects including visual 
communication, design thinking and critical thinking, 
fashion design processes, textiles and pattern tools and 
presentation skills for fashion design. 

Students learn:

• Creative processes and visual communication skills 
to communicate design ideas using a variety of 
techniques and media.

• Design skills and technologies and how to apply them 
in various design activities including;  
Creating a 3 Piece Collection, Fashion House 
Branding and Conceptual Design.

• Use industrial sewing equipment and the latest digital 
media tools from Adobe to realise your designs.

• How the fashion design industry has developed and 
identify future opportunities.

• How to work and talk like a professional designer 
including how to manage creative processes, work to 
deadlines, present and critique design work and respect 
copyright laws and cultural and ethical boundaries.

Where does it lead?
This course gives students the qualification and 
portfolio for entry to degree level Design courses. 

What’s achieved?
On completion of the course, students will be able to:

• Apply fundamental design processes to 
conceptualise and clarify solutions to fashion 
design briefs.

• Apply the Elements and Principles of Design. 

• Communicate design concepts visually, orally and 
in written form.

• Write a design brief.

• Apply fundamental textiles and sewing skills to 
realise fashion designs.

• Demonstrate fundamental work practices in 
fashion design.

• Demonstrate understanding of legal and ethical 
considerations in design (including Copyright Law, 
Cultural Appropriation; especially in relation to the 
Treaty of Waitangi).

• Understand employment opportunities in the 
fashion design industries.

• Understand history of fashion design in New 
Zealand and Internationally.

• Select, present and reflect upon own and others work.

Launch your
Career in

Enrol today!

Fashion



Alaisa Peterson  
The youngest ever finalist in the Westfield Style Pasifika New Zealand Fashion Awards

Not ready to leave 
school?
Extend your creative skills 
and earn extra credits 
towards NCEA.

Part Time study for secondary school students

Level 1, 2 & 3



Are you committed to a creative industries pathway but not yet 
ready to leave school? 
Study part-time and gain more design credits towards NCEA.  
Part-time courses at The Design School let you study design in a commercial style studio 
with industry level equipment but continue with the other subjects you love.

Course options - 30 weeks per year, one or two days per week, 8am-4pm or; 
one day per week plus one week blocks in each term holiday. 

Trades Academy options are deliverd in partnership with UCOL.  
STAR options also available in collaboration with each school.

Course options and credits can be custom made for each student and school.

What’s in the courses?
Students study a range of subjects including drawing, 
design thinking and critical thinking, graphic design & 
digital media or fashion design & garment construction.

On completion of the course, students will be able to:

• Demonstrate an understanding of the development 
of the graphic or fashion design industries.

• Demonstrate a basic understanding of technology in 
relation to design.

• Apply basic design knowledge in various design 
activities related to Graphic or Fashion Design.

• Develop drawing skills using a variety of techniques and 
media used in design, including computer graphics.

• Present design ideas using visual, written and oral skills.

• Demonstrate the fundamental elements and 
principles of design.

• Demonstrate basic competencies in digital media or 
garment construction.

• Animation focus can now be included in all graphic 
design courses.

Design level 1
Qualifications - credits towards NCEA Level 1 

Entry requirements
Enrolled at a Secondary School.

Core Skills in Graphic Design. 
Fundamental design and computer graphic skills including 
Drawing, Design Processes and core Digital Media.

Core Skills in Fashion Design. 
Fundamental design and textiles skills including Drawing, 
Design processes and core sewing skills.

NCEA L2 Creative Industries 
Graphic or Fashion Design
Qualifications
Credits towards NCEA Level 2 and New Zealand 
Certificate in Art & Design Level 2 (40 Credits maximum).

Entry requirements
Enrolled at a Secondary School and have or be 
working towards the Literacy and Numeracy credits 
for awarding NCEA Level 2.

Who is the course for?
Secondary School students who would like to gain 
the Creative Industries Vocational Pathway with a 
focus on Graphic Design & Digital Media or Fashion 
Design & Textiles. 

Design Level 3 
Graphic or Fashion Design
Qualifications
Credits towards NCEA Level 3 and New Zealand 
Certificate in Art & Design Level 3 (40 Credits maximum).

Entry requirements 
Enrolled at a Secondary School in Year 12 or 13. 
Literacy and Numeracy credits for awarding NCEA 
Level 3 if NCEA L3 is the focus. Have completed 
Design related subjects at level 2.

Who is the course for?
Secondary School students who would like to focus 
on Graphic Design & Digital Media or Fashion Design 
for entry to level 4+ Tertiary study.



Daffodil Character Design - Michael Chapman

The creative industries 
are booming!
The job opportunities 
are enormous and keep 
growing every year.

Creative Careers



Design is all about ideas
Designers combine creative thinking and critical thinking skills to come up with things 
that no-one has thought of before.

Design has always been discussed as a 
key part of New Zealand’s Knowledge 
Economy and the government growth of 
the creative industries is a key economic 
goal. This priority for growth will increase the 
demand for kiwi creative talent and provide 
a fantastic future for graduates in New 
Zealand and around the world.

The Creative Industries have grown faster than any 
other field of employment and there are now more 
than 120,000 designers in New Zealand. As more and 
more people realise the benefit of good design, job 
opportunities are expanding year by year and New 
Zealand designers lead the world for their creativity 
and innovation.

There are a wide range of disciplines in the creative 
industries. This is what makes the sector both exciting 
and daunting. But all disciplines require creative thinking 
skills, visual skills to communicate ideas and then the 
specialist technical skills in a chosen area.

It is important for creative people to study the right 
subjects and build up the knowledge and skills they 
need to gain entry to the industry of their choice. There 
are many overlapping choices and the skills learnt 
in one discipline often transfer to others. So although 
choosing a specific discipline can be difficult, provided 
students are heading in the right direction, they will be 
able to have an exciting and successful career.

Creative people are always thinking and analysing. 
Why are things the way they are, what could be 
done better? They draw together all their knowledge 
and creative abilities to solve problems in new and 
innovative ways. 

The Design School staff are passionate about helping 
people harness their creative talent for a career. 
Contact us for help with subject choices, portfolio 
options and how to sort the ideal career path to enter 
the Creative Industries.

NCEA L2 
and NZ 

Certificate 
in Art & 

Design L2

NZ 
Certificate 

in Art & 
Design L3

Certificates 
in Design 

L4

NCEA 1

NCEA L2 
Creative 
Industries 
Pathway

NCEA 3

Diploma and Degree 
programmes at 

Polytechnics and 
Universities

Employment as a 
designer in 

New Zealand and 
around the World

Work as 
a junior 
designer

Post 
Graduate 

studies

STAR & 
Gateway 
extensions

Part time 
study while 
attending 
Secondary 

School 



launch your design 
career today

   12 The Square, Palmerston North - 06 3580188 
      TheDesignSchoolNZ - www.designschool.ac.nz

60 Robert St, Whangarei  - www.designschool.ac.nz
      TheDesignSchoolWhangarei - 09 4303637


